MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
1154 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON 
15 


November 26, 1956 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

ot. Louis 2, Missourl 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


The Massachusetts Archives are under 
the care of the Secretary of State, State House, 
Boston. TI am sure your citations are to un- 
published records. If you write to the archivist 
I am sure that he can have photostatic copies 
made for you of the items you desire. 


Sincerely yours, 





Librarian 


STR:RM 


November 20, 1956 


Massachusetts Historical Society 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Centlemen: 


Since you are publishing the Journals of the 
House of Representatives of Massachusetts, I 
presume you can help me on an item I need in 
connection with some research I am doings 


I have citations to the Massachusetts arch- 
ives and I would like to know whether they 
have been published or whether these are in 
manuscript form. 


I have checked the Library of Congress index 
and do not find any publication information 

and no library here seems to havd the arch- 

ives. 

Would you tell me whether they are available 
in published form, micrcfilm or otherwise, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPH/atb 


Somerville 44, Mass. 








PHILIP D. GRECO 
NUMISMATIST 


Specializing in Colonial and Early American private, state and federal coins, tokens and medals 


Post OFFICE Box 74 SOMERVILLE 44, MASSACHUSETTS 





Pebruary 23, 1962 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


patterns 


I have enclosed a set of photos of the Mass. 
I specifically 


which I thought you might like to have. What 
would like to know is: 


a.) Is the Eagle and Shield pattern engraved or cast? 
(Crosby comments it's engraved pp. 304, 347) 


b.) What causes the rim-like impression above the 
three heads on the Janus pattern? 


ec.) Howland Wood thought the Inidan pattern to have 
the legend DEFENSOR LIBERTATIS. On close exam- 
ination, the letter following the D looks more 
like an R than an E. Also, the space between the 
D and the N could not contain the letters EFE. 
Do the known letters give any hint as to the real 
legend? Also, Are the figures on the lower right 
obverse field ¢ signs, or letters? 


All these pieces with the exception(?) of the Indian 
pattern are assumed to be engraved. If this is true, the 
maker must have spent a great deal of time with them in 
order to produce the cameo impression. But most engraved 
pieces are done intaglio. Would these pieces then be the 
work of a gifted engraver, and approximately how long 
would it take to produce such pieces? 


Below is a légst of the number of "transposed arrows" 
pieces which I have located thus far: 


- Mass. Hist. Society 

- your specimen 

sarret Coll(JHU) 

Pickwick Coin Co.(ex Neumoyer) 
H. Vechsner specimen 


ATC 


- ANS specimen 
- H.R. Norweb specimen(am not certain) 
- Essex Inst., Mass.(am not certain) 


ONNDIFPWDY KF 


Should you be able to add any information, I would be very 

grateful. Anything that you do add, 1 will make note of so 

you will receive ample credit. As I know of but 380f the 

39 dies with open S's, it might take some time locating it. frennunny o0¢) 
Also, I am assuming that there is a 5 obverse of 1788 as ; 


WANT LISTS INVITED FROM SERIOUS COLLECTORS 


Crosby describes it. I have no photos of it, and I have 
heard nothing about where one might be located. Thus, as 
you can see, there are still a few problems left which 
will have to be solved before anything comes out. 


Should anything new turn up in the mean while, I 
shall forward. 


Very Sincerely, 


P.S. Regarding struck copies--I feel that I may give somewhat 
of a prejudiced view concerning these pieces, as I am 
associated with the Heritage Series. To some extant how- 
ever, I can see your point that such pieces detract from 
the real science of numsimatics. But then again, if one 
weighs the merits of a program of this calibre, I think 


no matter how much is said, the scale will undoubtedly 
balance. 


Should you like to know more about this program or if 
you would like to discuss it further, I would be very 
interested to learn more of your opinion, and would 


be glad to forward any information th&ét you would 
like. 
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March S$, 1962 


Mr. Philip D. Greeo 
P.O Box 7 
Somerville, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Greco: 


Your interesting letter of February 23, 1962 is acknowledged 
and thank you for the photographs. Our notes have been 
cheeked on the pieces in question and some of the following 
references, all of which may be well known to you already, 
may be of help: ’ 


Frontispiece in Crosby 

Catalogue of ANS exhibition 191k, p.223 Plate 12 
Storer, Wum. of Mase. p. 183, Plate ¥ 

AJM Oct. 1875 Yol. X, p. 35 

Numismatist, June, 1911, Yol. 2h, p. 228 

Colburn Sale, 4/28/63, by Woodward 

Parsons Sele, 6/2h/1h by Chapman, #98 

GCGJ, Jan.1939 

God, Mar. 1688 

John K. Curtis Sale, 11/23/1860 (HEW ENGLAD) 


I must comment that in my opinion the 1 ¢ LM must be 1 d LM. 
It must be pence to refer to lawful money end cannot be cent. 
Cents were not thought of at that time and the 1/2d pattern 
shows how illogical the cent assumption is. 


You asked what caused the rim like impression above the heads 
on the Janus coin. I havebeen studying this type of condition 
in connection with the book I just completed on the 180k dollar. 
The diameter of the die and the diameter of the planchet were 
not carefully coordinated. The die should have been larger 
than the planchet so that normal radial expansion could teke 
place. However the planchets were often too large or sometimes 
placed off center, in either case the die circumference would 
be inside the edge of the coin in some parts. Thus I believe 
the die left the rim you speak of because the die depressed the 
inside area but not the outside area. At that time a die was 
not beveled to produce a raised rin. 





Mareh 5, 1962 
Mr. Philip D. Greeo 


As far as the eagle and shield item I think your real problem 
ig to show it had something to do with Massachusetts or even 
coinage. The association with proofs of Continental Paper Money 
by Paul Revere is impossible. Paul Revere never made any Cone 
tinental paper money (only Mass. State issues) and no Contin- 
ental paper money was engraved (except counterfeits). No Con- 
tinental paper woney was printed in New England in any event. 
It was all from set type and cuts end Revere Was an engrever 
and smith. I will give you more detaii on this if you wish. 


As to DEFENSEOR LIBERTATIS I believe you should review whether 
the RN ie part of the undertype HIBERNIA of an Irish halfpennay 
and not part of the legend of the Mass. coin. Check this with 


the obverse which also seems to have Georgius II or Georgius III 
letters or design portions remaining. 


As to the transposed Mass. copper the following notes were 
located: 


WeC.Haton collection Sale by Ghapman 5/7/29 #70 


Edwin B.Wight Colleetion Sale by Woodward 2/2h/85 #998 
Miekley Sale #2390 


/ 
Bushnell #778 
Parmalee #391 
Mills #193 
Jackman #90 
Jenks #5459 


If you have one of the modern copies of the 1776 Mass. cent or 
the NH. piece to spare, I'11 add them to our researeh junk 
but don’t buy them for me under any circumstances. The digse« 
cussion of striking copies will be cGeferred. I at least made 
Bashlow change his advertisement on Confederate cent copies. 


I hope I have been helpful to you. 


Sincerely, 


Erie P. Newman, President 
BRIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPH 
atb 


Mareh Sy 1962 


Mr. Philip D. Greeo 
P.2.Boxn 7 
Somerville, Mass. 


Lear Mro Greeo:s 


Your interesting letter of February 23, 1962 is acknowledged 
ané thank you for the photographs. Our notes have been 
checked on the pieces in question and some of the follewing 
references, all of which usy be well known to you already, 
may be of heip: 


Frontispiece in Crosby } 
Gatalogue of ANS exhibition 1914, p22; Piate 12 
Storer, Hum. of Mass. p. 163, Plate ¥ 

Adu Get. 1875 Voi. Ke De 35 

Bumisaatiet, June, 1911, Yol. 2, po 228 

Colburn Gaie, 4/28/63, oy Woodward 

Parsons Gale, 6/2/14 by Chapman, #98 

GGd, Janel? 

CGd, Hare 1 66 
John Kk, Gurtis Sele, 11/23/1660 (BBW ENGLAD) 


I must coument that in my opinion the 1 ¢ LH must be 1 d LH. 
it must be to refer to lawful money and cannot be cent. 
Cents were not thought of at that time and the 1/24 pattern 
shows how illogical the cent assunption is. 


You asked what caused the ria like iupressicon abeve the heads 
on the Janus coin. I havebeen studying thie type ef condition 
in connection with the book i just completed on the 160k dollar. 
fhe diameter of the die and the diameter of the planchet were 
not carefully coordinated. The die should have been larger 
than the planchet so that normal radial expansion could teke 
place. However the planchete vere often too large or sonetines 
placed off center, in either esse the die circumference would 
be inside the edge of the coin in some parts. Thus I believe 
the die left the rie you speak of because the die depressed the 
inside area but not the eutside area. At that time e die was 
not beveled to preduce @ raised rina. 


oZe March S, 1962 
Mp. Philip Db. Greee 


4s far ae the eagle and shield item I think your real problem 
is te show it hed something to do with Haesachusetts or even 
eoinage. The association with proofe of Continental Paper Noney 
by Paul Revere is impossible. Paul Revere never sade any Gon- 
tinentel paper money (only Bess. State iseues) and ne Contin- 
ental paper soney was engraved (except counterfeits). fo Con- 
tinental paper soney was printed in Hew England in any event. 
tt wee ell from set type and cuts and Revere was an engrever 
and smith. i will give you more detail on this if you wish. 


&kea to DEFEWSEOK LIBERTATIS I believe you should review whether 
the AW is part of the undertype RIBERWIA of an Irish halfpenny 
and not part of the legend of the Mass. coin. Gheck thie with 
the obverse which aleo seens te have Georghus II or Georgius IIT 
letters or design portions resaininge 


Ae to the trensposed Nags. copper the feoilowing notes were 
leested: 


W.C.zaton collection fale by Chapman $/7/29 #70 

Edwin B.Wight Collection Sale by Woodward 2/2h/85 #998 
Hiekley Sele #2390 

Bushnell #776 

Parnalee #391 

Milis #193 

dackuan #90 

denks #$459 


If you have one ef the acdern copies of the 1776 Mase. cent or 
the He. piece to spare, [I'll add them to our research junk 
but don't buy them for ae under any cireunstances. The dis 
cussion of striking copies will be deferred. i at least made 
Bashlow change bis advertisesent on Confederate cent ecooles. 


I hepe I have been helpful to you. 
ier ingerely, 
C 
Dic ee 
Erie P. Newman, President 


BRIC P, NEWHAN RUMISMATIC 
EQUCATIGH SOCIETY 


aPH 
ato 
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May 23, 1962 


Mr. Philip D. Greco 
764 Broadway 
Somerville hh, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Greco: 


On Mareh 5, 1962 I gave you all the information I 
had on the Massachusetts copper. I have found an 
additional important item which I believe you 
should know about. In the BANKERS’ MAGAZINE for 
1857 there is a newspaper article quoted from the 
Charieston Courier describing the Massachusetts 
pieces. This is an extremely early reference. 


I am also interested in having you explain to me 
an advertisement of Spencer Coin in the May 18, 
1962 Coin World of a Massachusetts cent and half 
cent of 1786 in a case. Has somebody made copies 
of these pieces? 


I understand that you visited Johns Hopkins 
University and I believe you are risking your 
numismatic standing by indicating your cocper- 
ation with the production of copies. 


As I told you, in my letter of March 5, 1962, 

if you are in a position to send me any of the 
copies for my counterfeit box I will accept 

them but I would, under no circumstances, be 
willing to pay for them,as a matter of principle, 
or want you to pay for then. 


This letter is merely to help you in connection 
with the research which you indicated you were 
undertaking. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 





PHILIP D. GRECO 
NUMISMATIST 


S} Specializing in Colonialand Early American private, state and federal coins, tokens and medals 


Post OFFICE Box 74 SOMERVILLE 44, MASSACHUSETTS 





May 26, 1962 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you very much for mentioning the the reference of Mass- 
achusetts patterns in the BANKERS MAGAZINE. Hope to check this 
out during the coming week. Should anything else turn up, I 
will advise. Also, I will note due credit for this information 
in your name. 


Now that academic studies for the year are over, I shall have 
more time to spend on Numismatics. I think that the Massachu- 
setts copper series can and will be completed within two months. 
Till then, I shall hope to have a final MS which I shall send 
for your opinion, 


As regards to the modern copies, I have dis-associated myself 
from the program since returning from John Hopkins. Unfortunate-~ 
ly, there were several aspects which I overlooked before I 
entered this program. However, after speaking with Dr. Freeman, 
I have come to realize what was meant when you refered to the 
program as “unethical”. 


As for the 1788 Mass. cent and half cent, there were copies 
made of them by Springfield Coin Co. of Massachusetts. As yet, 
I have not seen them but I am told they are executed extremely 
well. As for the Janus Head copy, this was done by Maurice 
Gould and Frank Washburn of Copley Coin without any help or 
photographs from me. The Brasher Doubloon is still being made 
by Ed Leventhal. After returning from John Hopkins, I talked 
with Frank Washburn and Ed Leventhal to see if something could 
be done to correct any inequities. I then asked Frank to write 
Dr. Freeman and explain to her I had no connection with the 
Janus. Whether he did or not, I don't know. 


Since I know Ed quite well I asked him what he thought of the 
situation he might find himself in if he continues with the 
series. All he would say is that he thinks the series is a good 
idea, that he invested a good deal of money in it, and that 
with or without my help he will continue it. 


WANT LISTS INVITED FROM SERIOUS COLLECTORS 


PHILIP D. GRECO 
NUMISMATIST 


Post OFFICE Box 74 SOMERVILLE 44, MASSACHUSETTS 





=m 


As you probably know, Copley used the photo from the Red book, 
as well as the cut from Crosby. I believe that they will con- 
tinue using this process as bad as it is. 


Dr. Freeman mentioned that she was looking into the legality 
of producing imitations of unique coins owned by John Hopkins. 
If such pieces are classed as public domain, I don't think 

she would have any ground for legal action. 


However, she does have one idea which I think might solve 

this problem to some degree. It is simply to bring the whole 
situation directly to the numismatic public through all the 
numismatic newspapers and journals. Point out the inequities 

it has caused as well as any unethical practices that are 

present in such programs. Consquently, enough clubs and societies 
will probably apply enough pressure to numismatic publishers so 
that they will have to set up stringent rules for advertisers 

of such products to follow. 


Well, I think I have had my fill of modern copies. If there 
is any other information I can send relative to them, I shall 
be glad to do so. 


I do appreciate your kind and helpful advice, and I am sure that 
any more received will be strictly adhered to. 


Very Sincerely, 
CPt hws 


Philip D. Greco 


WANT LISTS INVITED FROM SERIOUS COLLECTORS 


December 5, 1962 


Spruceland Stamp and Coin Company 
State Street 
Springfield, Mass. 


Gentlemens 


I understand that you are distributing reproductions 
of a Massachusetts Cent and Halfcent. I have never 
seen them and if you wish to give this organization 
one of each for reference purposes it would be 
appreciated. 


The writer has been appointed on a committee of 
TAMS with respect to restrikes and for that reason 
this request is made. 


Neither this organization nor myself, personally, 
have ever purchased copies of reproductions and 
therefore that practice cannot be changed. If 
you can see your way clear to cooperate as above 
indicated it will be heipful. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 








December 17, 1962 


Mre Maurice Gould 
Peis. Box 1h1 
Ghestnut Hill, Mass. 


Dear Mr.Gould: 


Thank you for sending this organization the three copies 
whieh Copley Coin Company distributes. 


There is certeinly room for various opinions as to 
whether these items are good or bad for numismatics and 
also what should be dome about them now that they have 
already been distributed. “hile I may heve one opinion 
I certainly respect the opinions of others. I have no 
desire te be a morslist @s to numismatics as the matter 
of cocies is minuscule when compared to same of the 
other things which are going on. 


1 will come to see you the next time I am in Boston. Ay 
son is &@ freshman at Harvard and ay wife hes quite a 
number of relatives in the sres, Nevertheless I can 
escape. 

Thank you, again, for your wholehearted cooperation. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 
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treasury to the said Daniel Smith, besides what he can ©! 
* ~ on a ar. saat Awan, Rem cams tos ol Dn Saenn a eS Nanos metre oie alae 


Province Laws (Jesolves ete.).— 1702-3. 
OT AP Hee 0: 


RESOLVE APPOINTING A COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER THE PRO} 
OF WILLIAM CHALKHILL, OF LONDON, ONE OF THE Qt 


MONEYERS, TO SUPPLY THE PROVINCE, FROM ENGLAND, ° 
SMALL MONEY OF COPPER TO THE VALUE OF TEN THOU. 


POUNDS. 


Prorosats offered by William Chalkhill, one of the moneyers 


[Cuars. 10_:; 


hen 


maj"°* mint in the tower of London, to furnish the province, from Ena. 
Jand, with small money of copper to the value of ten thousani poumas 


sent up from the representatives, were read and, — 


Resolved, That John Walley, Penn Townsend and Andrew Beleher 
Esq™, be a committee of the board to joine with such as x!) & de 


named by the house of representatives, to consider of the ¢: 
posals and to make their report thereupon. 

Which resolve being sent to that house for their concurr: 
returned agreed to, and M™ Nehemiah Jewett. Capt. Samuel ( 
and Capt. Samuel Phips named to be of the committee for tha! 
| Passed March 19, 1702-8. 





CH AP THR te 


VOTE FOR APPROPRIATING ONE MUNDRED ACRES OF LAND 7 
USE OF THE MINISTRY IN THE TOWN OF SUFFIELD, ON CON; 


THAT SAID TOWN GRANT, ETC., AN EQUAL QUANTITY OF 1\' 


FEE SIMPLE TO BENJAMIN RUGGLES, MINISTER OF Sl) 
[Approved March 24, 1702-8. c 


[Printed with resolves, orders, etc., relating to the establishy 
of towns, ete. ] 


‘ 





CHAPTER 12. 


RESOLVE FOR ALLOWING AND PAYING FOUR POUNDS OUT = 
PROVINCE TREASURY TO DANIEL SMITH, OF CHARLESTO™ 
SMITH, FOR FOUR MUSKETS AND ‘FOR REPAIRING ARMS 10 : 
IN THE KING’S SERVICE UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF S18 
ANDROS, ETC. 


A PETITION and an accompt therewith, presented by Dan's: > 
Charlestown, gunsmith, for payment for four new musk ts. 
mending of several fire-armes for a detachment of soldicr= 2 
Indian enemy in the time of S* Edmond Andros’s gove!! 
sent up from the representatives with the resolve of that hou- 


that the suin of four pounds be allowed and paid out es 


Lins ea. 


pe: 


USD 


affein 


<yss.] Provinor Laws (Lesolves elc.). —1702-3. 


CHA PLE is. 


THANKING THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO PRINT AND SIGN 
Ls OF CREDIT EMITTED UNDER THE ACT OF 1702, CHAPTER 
/OR PAYING THEM NINETY-FIVE POUNDS THIRTEEN SHIL- 
.ND NINEPENCE OUT OF THE PROVINCE TREASURY FOR 
YING THEIR EXPENSES. 


uve of disbursements, presented by James Russell, Esq", 
uinittee appointed to imprint and sign the bills of creditt 
vince, according to an act of the general assembly, amount- 
um of ninety-five pounds thirteen shillings and ninepence, 
) from the representatives with the resolve of that house 
recing that the gentlemen receive the thanks of the court 
“i/ulness, care and prudence in managing that affair, and 
ot ninety-five pounds thirteen shillings and ninepence be 
"ile public treasury to the gentlemen of the said committee 
1 charge of making bills of creditt according to their 
Concurred in by the Council, and approved March 27, 





CHAP TBR tae 


LCTING THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO SIGN, ETC., THE 
* (REDIT EMITTED UNDER THE ACT OF 1702, CHAPTER 8, TO 

DELIVER TO THE TREASURER THE FIVE “THOUSAND 
‘\ SAID BILLS REMAINING IN-THEIR HANDS. ~ - ; 


he great’ and general court of this province at their session 


‘Ire on the fifteenth day of October last past,-in and by 
‘ade and passed, did order the imprinting of a certain 
's of credit on this province to the sum of ten thousand 


vo thore; and amongst other things in the said act con-| 


“iinate, direct and impower a certain committce to take 
' provision for iinprinting of the said bills, and to sign 
Stn of five thousand pounds thereof and no more into 
(ic treasurer and to keep the other five thousand pounds 
“'r own hands until further order from the court pursu- 
said act,— 
‘ the said committee do proceed to sign the other five 
“Is of the said bills of credit imprinted and lying in their 
‘er them unto the treasurer, taking his receipt for the 
bills to pass out of and into the treasury in all pub- 
"ss the first five, thousand pounds already emitted accord- 
“said act. [Approved March 27, 1708. 


| 


oe 


— Sree 
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JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
Boston, 1923, Volume 4, page 32 - entry for June 15, 1722: 


"John Cushing Esq; brought down the following Vote of Council, 
viz. The Board taking into consideration the great inconven- 
ience arising to the Affairs and Trade of the Province for 
want of Small Money for Change (the Copper halfpence being 
sent out of the Province) and thereupon ill minded People have 
presumed to split or tare the New Small Bills of Credit of the 
Province, notwithstanding the Proclamation to the contrary, 
to the great dishonour of the Government, and prejudice of the 


Province." 


It is not clear what is meant by the copper halfpence,. It is 
entirely possible that these are Woods currency as Woods 
currency were copper and Rosa Americana were tin’several 
denominations and were brassy. Of course, we cannot rule out 
the standard English halfpence but it is doubtful whether 
they would have been sent over. The newspapers of the time 
should be checked, 


JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
Boston, 1923, Volume ), page 32 = entry for June 15, 1722: 


"John Cushing Esqs3 brought down the following Vote of Couneil, 
viz. The Board taking into consideration the great inconven- 
ience arising to the Affairs and Trade of the Province for 
want of Small Money for Change (the Copper halfpence being 
sent out of the Province) and thereupon ill minded People have 
presumed to split or tare the New Small Bills of Gredit of the 
Province, notwithstanding the Proclamation to the contrary, 
to the great dishonour of the Government, and prejudice of the 
Province." 


It is not clear what is meant by the copper halfpence,. It is 
entirely possible that these are Woods currency as Woods 
currency were copper and Rosa Americana were in several 
denominations and were brassy. Of course, we cannot rule out 
the standard English halfpence but it is doubtful whether 
they would have been sent over. The newspapers of the time 
should be checked, 


Wew York, Sept. 8, 1750 


Mr. Parker, 


Please to insert the follewing Lines in your next Monday's, Po3t 
Boy, wherein you will oblige many of the Merchants of this city, 
and particularly, Your humble Servant, A. B. 


It is the Opinion of a considerable Number of the Merchants of 

thie City, That Means ought to be used, to prevent the future 
Importation of English Half pence into this Colony; and indeed the 
bad Effectsoccasioned by having $o great a Quantity of Half pence 
among us, are too evident, and the Inconveniences too frequent, 

to leave it in almost any Man's Power to be of,contrary Way of 
thinking, The only Means that have yet been proposed to answer 

the desired End, is, to reduce the Value of Half.pence so low, 

that no Advantage can be made by importing them, Had 

our Legislature when they passed the Act to prevent the Importation 
of Publick Half pence, reduced the Value to a proper Medium, so 

as te leave no Room for any Profit to the Importer; the Act would 
doubtless have had the desired effect, which now has proved ineffectual. 
At Philadelphia when a much less Guantity of Half Pence were passing 
there for more than their Value, heavy Complaints were made, and the 
Consequences dreadeds and despairing of a iemedy by Law, the Merchants 
made a@ mutual Promise not to receive or pass any Half pence, at any 
other Nate then Pifteen to the Shilling, which soon had the desired 
Effect; and the same Resolution here would doubtless produce the same 
End. 


It has been proposed to reduce Half pence to Thirteen to the Shilling, 
which it was conceived would prevent the further Importation: But upon 
further Consideration it appeared evident, that that Medium could not 
answer the End proposed by such Reduction, since even at Thirteen to 
the Shilling the neighbouring Colonies would have a manifest Advantage 
by sending us their Half pence, At Philadelphia they pass at Fifteen 
to the Shilling, so that a Profit of about 17 per C. now remains to the 
Importers of Half pence from thence. The Difference between Boston and 
this Place is about 124 per ©. in favour of the Importer; Then how can 
it be expected that a Reduction of about & per ©. will prevent the 
Importation, At Fourteen to the Shilling it is thought that the Im. 
portation will be effectually prevented; as then they can't be imported 
from London with any Profit: Here and at Philadelphia they will pass 
nearly at a Pars; and at Bostom somewhat at a higher Rate than here. 

As it is generally thought convenient to have some Half pence among us, 
this Medium of Fourteen to the Shilling will equally prevent the Expor- 
tation and Importation, since then we can't export them to the neighe- 
bouring colonies with any Prefit, except to Boston; and we are in no 
great Danger of sending Money thither, many of our Commodities answering 
better, 


About thirty Merchants of this City have agreed to meet at the Merchants 
Coffe House, on Tuesday the 11th Instant, at 12Mcthe clock, to sign an 
Instrument to oblige themselves not to take or pass any Half pence, 
otherwise than at the Rate of Fourteen to the Shilling. All Merchants 
and others inclined to favour so good a Design, are desired to meet at 
the Time and Place aforesaid, to enter into the said Engagement; which 
it is not doubted will be readily done by 211 Well Wishem to this Colony, 
and the Trade thereof, 


V) foo¥ey 
See /0,/7 50 


JOURNALS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
Boston, 1955, Volume 30, page 168 - entry for January 9, 175k: 






"That Mr. Speaker, Mr. Welles, and Mr.Ephraim Jones, be 
a Committee to prepare a Bill to prevent the paffing of Counter- 
feit Copper Half-Pence and Farthings, within this Government." 


saomins a 


eS a 


Page 179 - entry of January 16, 175): 


"A Bill Intitled Af Act in Addition to an Aét against diminifhing 
or counterfeiting Money" was ordered engrossed by the House 
of Representatives, 


Page 209 = entry of January 25, 175h: 


The above Act was passed, 
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JOURNALS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
Boston, 1955, Volume 30, page 168 ~- entry for January 9, 175k: 


"That Mr. Speaker, Mr. Welles, and Mr.Ephraim Jones, be 
a Committee to prepare a Bill to prevent the paffing of Counter- 
feit Copper Half-Pence and Farthings, within this Government." 


Page 179 - entry of January 16, 175h: 


"A Bill Intitled An Act in Addition to an Aét against diminifhing 
or counterfeiting Money" was ordered engrossed by the House 
of Representatives, 


Page 209 = entry of January 25, 175): 


The above Act was passed, 


JOURNALS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
Boston, 1955, Volume 30, page 168 - entry for January 9, L753 


"That Mr. Speaker, Mr. Welles, and Mr.Ephraim Jones, be 
a Committee to prepare a Bill to prevent the paffing of Counter- 
feit Copper Half-Pence and Farthings, within this Government." 
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Page 179 = entry of January 16, 175h: 


*A Bill Intitled An Act in Addition to an Aét against diminifhing 


or counterfeiting Money" was ordered engrossed by the House 
of Representatives, 


Page 209 + entry of January 25, 175h: 


The above Act was passed, 





THE SALEM GAZETTE April.16, 178% 
Boston, April 14 

Several villains were last Saturday apprehended and committed té 
jail, for uttering counterfeit dollars in thés town, - [fhe dollars 
are of the old stamp, 2nd dated 1768, They are well imitated, but 
the sound will easily denote them && base metal. 


* 
* 


Aa 
PROVIDENCE. GAZETTE AND COUNTRY JOURVAL, April 17, 178k 
we Vol .XXI No. 1059 


PROVIDENCE April 17 


"Within a Fortnight past, considerable Quantities of countere- 
feit British Halfpence have been brought here, and aany of then 
passed in omall sums. They are of base Metal, badly executed, 
and of Course easily detected « We are desired to mention that 
they are openly manufactured in a neighboring Town in the State 
ef Massachuse tts*. 


a 
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THE MASSACHUSETTS CENT INEL Wednesday January 11,1786 
Boston, Wednesday, January 11 


The copper coinage, current in this town, must be 4 
considerable loss to the citizens at large, as the intrinsick 
value of most of the conpers in circulation, is not half 
what they pass for, Scarce a Britim vessel arrives in any 

part on the continent, but what brings very great ouantities 
of rap half-pences, and yet shameful as it certainly is, 

this inundstion of base metal is passed with impunity and 
indifference, 


HWEWPORT MERCURY Jan. 19, 1786 
Boston, January 9 


A new and promising Manufactory has lately been established 
by Nons.Gillet de Vallet, and Co, at Parker's Falls, New 
Hampshire, under the patronage of the Hon. Major-General 
Sullivan, at whose house, we are informed, the Manufacturers 
now reside. They have made considerable progress, and are , 
now selling large buttons of all colours, from 6 to 12 coppers 
per doz. email ones in proportions mohair ef 211 eoloure, 
at 2 coppers per skein. Silk knee-garters of all colours, at 
10 coppers per pair; common do. 6 eoppers; Hair-Buttons for 
hats, at & coppers per dos, fashicrable leops for hats, 
at 3 coppers per yard; round do. at one copper per yard; 


while cord of different qualities and prices. *# * # 


MASSACHUSETTS CENTINEL, March h, 1786 
Wee” 


"The Copper=Smiths of the neighbouring towns have done us much 
evil, by Furi de tise in large quantities and throwing into cir= 
Culation pieces of base metal, resembling the current Copper Coin 
of the Commonwealth. This seemingly petty business has so long 
been transacted with impunity, that it has encreased to an alarm- 
ing degree, and ought to be dis gouraged and condemned by every 
considerate citizen. Several persons, of the above description, 
who have been boldly vending considerable quantities of this new 
species of merchandize in this town, were deemed worthy of judi- 


ciary cognizance, and were punished by fine according to their 
demerits..." 


MASSACHUSETTS CENTINEL, March kh, 1786 


"The a2 pera suiths of the neighbouring towns have done us much 
evil, by fa cating in large quantities and throwing into cir- 
culation pieces of base metal, resembling the current Copper Coin 
ef the Commonwealth. This seemingly petty business has so long 
been trensacted with impunity, that it has encreased to an alaru- 
ing degree, and ought to be dig _¢ouraged and condenned by every 
considerate citizen. Several persons, of the above description, 
whe have been boldly vending considerable quantities of this new 
species of merchandize in this town, were deened worthy of judie 


ciary cognizance, and were punished by fine according to their 
demerits...." 


From 
Massachusetts Spy - March 16, 1786 
page 35 column 9 


A large quantity of counterféit Copper 

Coin, manufactured in this and the neighbor- 
ing States, has lately been in circulation 
in this Commonwealth, but it is now gen- 
erally refused a currency by the trading 
part of the community ; nearly one half of 
the copper coin in this country for twenty 
or thirty years past has been'’a base kind, 
manufactured at Birmingham in England 3 
however, it crept into circulation, and did, 
until the late additional quanity above- 
mentioned made its appearance, passe for 
the same value as those which were genuine. 


New-York, Connecticut, and Vermont, have 
authorized a person in each of those States 
to coin coppers; numbers of them are now in 
circulation; they are in general well made, 
and of good copper, those of New-York in 
particular. Was a person authorized in this 
State for the same purpose it would un- 
doubtedly prevent the manufacturing of 
those made of base metal. 
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NaWPORt MERCURY Mare27, 1786 


Worcester, Mare 16 


A large quantity of Counterfeit Copper Coin, manufac tured 
in this and the neighboring States,has lately been in circue 
lation in this Commonwealth, but it is now generally refused 
a currency by the trading part of the community; nearly one- 
half of the copper coin in this country for twenty or thirty 
years past has been of a base kind manufactured at Birmingham 
in England; however, it crept into circulation, and did, 
until the late additional quantity above-mentioned made its 
appearance, pass for the same value as those which are genuine. 
New York, Connecticut, and Vermont have authorized a 
person in each of those States to coin copper; numbers of 
them are now in circulation; they are in general well made, 
and of good copper, those of New York in particular. Was 
a person authorized in this State for the same purpose it 
would undoubtedly prevent the manufacturing of those made 


of base metal. 





NEWPORT MERCURY Mar.27, 1786 


Worcester, are 16 ¢ 


A large quantity of Counterfeit Copper Coin, manufac tured 
in this and the neighboring States,has lately been in circu- 
lation in this Commonwealth, but it is now generally refused 
a currency by the trading part of the community; nearly one- 
half of the copper coin in this country for twenty or thirty 
years past has been of a bese kind manufectured at BSirminghan 
in Snglands however, it crept into circulation, and did, 
until the late additional quantity aboveementioned made ite 
appearance, pass for the game value as those which are genuine. 
New fork, Connecticut, and Yermont have authorized « 
person in each of those States to colin copper; numbers of 
thea ere now in circulations they ere in general well made, 
and ef good cepper, those of Yew fork in particuler. Was 
@ person authorized in this State fer the same purpese it 
would undoubtedly prevent the manufacturing of those sade 
of base metal. 
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Uniten Straresin Congres vitor) taen 
March 3, 1780. — 
SM OMecTiacccucey tents hg Mr. 
Kean, Mr. Gorham, Mr. ates 
ney, Mr. Smith and Mr. Grayfon, fo 
whom were re-committed fundry papers 
and documents relative to commerce, 
and the a& patied by the itates in con- 
fenuence of the ee ae of 
er ers Ro an SCC Tosh! April, 1784, 
repori—— 
oe MRCS she eee ey 
Re ence Cn ccm ace aod 


A i hatin rte ed natty win tad 


omens it 


aéts of mu: der, in poifon- 
ing his father, Mirela Cae re Dien eT 
a clergyman, who lodged in the houte. 
This inhuman wretch being feverely re- 
buked by thefe people, for icading a ce- 
Betta cee rie M asec ett am UCR Cole) cur 
above truel method of getting rid of his 
troublefome monitors. ile was fcutenced 
by the court to have his right hand cut 
off, his tongue cut out, his body racked 
and expofed on a wheel for two hours, 
which was executed in the Great Square, 
on the roth inft. between five and fix 
o’clock in the evening, to the great ter- 


ran ate MPM CoM Ca UCTS Cee) am cram tat or 


and the circumftance of her being preg- 


nant caufed a vaft number of people to 


{ce her, and fhe was reckoned the great 


eit curiofity ever feén.”’ 


LITCHFIELD, March 14, 

Acircumftance exceedingly regretable, 
is the prefent rage of that dreadtul mala- 
dy the Throat Difeafe, at Sharon, which, 
Pee Ts oe attacks adult as well as 
infant perfons, and has enrolled, in the 
ETE eae re OL e cae ms ROLY ete 


pee mR emo Ks 


life. * 


phot ene Ea CaCO 


act, palicd In the yeag.one thoufand f{e- 
y hundred and eighty, entitled, «Aa 


fer incorporating the éafte 
of the town oi SCY aT 
MCU CICS sas IRM 
the name of E2/ff-Sudbury,’ 
{cribing the manner in which the bridges 
and long caufeways in the town of Fatt- 


Sudbury, pointed out in the faid ad, fhalt 
be fupported and maintained, 


An A for annexing that part 


‘ly part 
the county 
‘ate town, by 
SCS oun yy 


Oy aan at 


plantation called Flinftown, which lies 
in thé county of Yo enh 


rk, to thie’ ' 
Cumberland. | eds oo 


: i 8 | eee Y AG to prevent gating for mon 
the 30th of April, 1754, Mod we rour of the multitude, who have not feen NEW-H AVEN, March 16. { PIE tps chat Sar eee os tS a 
pa ae een be Maflachufetts, fo fevere and juft an example for more Laft week the ingenious Mr. Chitten- sgl Beal i 
New-York, New-Jerfey SC ASU ey forty years. j den of this city, finifhed a pair of artifi- Adc? tor adjourning Northampton 


have enacted laws conformable to the 
recommendations Mort UL rao se 
but have reftrained their operation untit 
the other ftates fhall have itubétantially 
Tee ; 

ofa na RCC ecto hes Oh aases 
cut, Pennfylvania and Maryland, ah 
pafied laws conforming to CR Uta 
have determined the a we Bae 
TONS ME TNH COME SULLA the ets Bes 
the time ‘of pafiing their act . May, 
Oa nig i wo latter from the 30th 

oril, 1734. 

iar a New-Hamphhire by an att paf- 
fed the 23d of June, 1785, ENS se 
ed full powers to regulate rate Ce) 
by reftriGions or duties, for baer] 
Sate PO ee cede LCUam a fhall 
a irre USL eas {tates have 
fubitantially done the fame. caus 
That Rhode-Ifland, by a@s pafied in 
February and Odober, ronE , ti 
granted power for the term of twenty 
five years, to regulate ee mo 
eco erastcos totem time an 
Pealeet i ttm ca -a cath the importati- 
on only of all foreign goods in any ships 
or vefiels other than  thofe Roa by 
the citizers of the United States, a 
navigated by a certain proportion 4 ae 
Aree Trl GML Z tee Buel reftric- 
tive of its operation Nuahel an Sd 
PeTere EN Git Nome Ltt DU Tae 
‘hat North-Carolina, by an act pai- 


ee 


ents 


PRO eCo Oar ecm Cems sa tts 
been agreed by the negociators of the 
treaty between France and the United 
States of Folland, that neither country 
fhall, in future, pay the ufual compli- 
ment to the Britith flag. However in- 


erat ty om Ora BTL teterer-aeco boi Le teL 


appear, our correfpondent pledges his 
veracity that the information eat | 
fhortly appear to be founded upon fact. paffing Final Settlement Notes, and fen- 
tenced to be whipped 20 ftripes each, te 
be confined three: years to hard labor and 
pay the coft of their conviction.—The 
former part of the fentence was imme, 


PHILADELPHIA, March ro, 

'fuefday laft was read in the aflembly 
of this ftate, a letter from Edmund Ran- 
dolph, Efq. one of the comimiffioners 
appointed by the ftate of Virginia, to 
meet commmifiioners from the other twelve 
flates, for the purpofe of devifing fuch 
regulations of trade as may be likely to 


promote the general intcreft, and fome 
plan for removing the dificulties under 


which the commerce of the United States 


has long labored. ‘This letter appoints 


the firlt Monday in September as the 
time, and the city of Annapolis as the 
place, for opening the conferences on 
the important fubject entrafted to their 
deliberations. It requefts a co-operation 


on the part of Pennfylvania. 


NEW-Y ORK, March 20. 


Among the papers laid before the 
SCCM me Uhm memset el ae ene 
fylvania, -by the Vice-Pretident © and 
Council, with their meflage of Friday, 


cial feet, for a young gentleman who loft 


his by amputatiog.——+T hey are faid t 


anfwer the purpofe for which they ate 


icon teCce 


» HARTFORD, March 20. 
Laft Friday the Hon. Superior Court, 


~ended their feflions in this county.* Dur- 


ing the term, Jonathan Finney and Mo- 


fes Fifk, were convicted of Vika a otemmEe nL! 


diately carried into execution, 


- Betcre thefame Court one 





was convicted of horfe-ftealing, and fen- 


tenced to be whipped 8 ftripes, and ride 


the wooden horie as ufual. 


WORCESTER, Warch 13. 


New-York, Conne@ticut and Vermont 
have authorifed a perfon in each of thofe 
States to coin coppers; numbers of them 
are now in circulation ; they are in gene- 
ral well made, and of good copper, 
thofe of New-York in particular. Was 
PM oe Coume Wane oe Brena ict (ae Co meet 
fame purpofe, it would undoubtedly pre- 
vent the manufacturing of thofe made of 


etic itary eo 


BOS TON, March 274. 


A correfpondent, for the information 
of the public, informs the publifher of 


court, os to authorife anytwo of ihe 


icial Court 


Brand, 


ti tsteacm) 


rat ett 


See 


LOMO tle B uae Csr mantels ts Stia mate ott 


court ia. the counties. of-R 
sr bei ie be) net yaa stra hae 
on of the faid court, in 
ui the month. of. May,, one» 
feyen hundred pn oa ; 


An Ad to fet off Daniel ey 
Bemis, Phineas Bemis, John Leonacd, 
and Lydia Peirce, from the. town of 
vetottera rer eae a ts county of Middle- 


won and to annex them to the town of. 
Southborough, in th : 


cefter. 


ese ac ae Tile! 
at the-nexi feffi- 
the faid counties, 
Bore Set 


Abb het 3 


€ county of Wor- 


PCRS tcu MIT ae Comet eet Tel 


- place for holding the Court of Common 


Pleas and the Court of General Seffions 
of the Peace, in the county of Berkthire. 
4n Ac to prevent tenants in comma, 


OD Cute oe hel earth 
Ce Ce oe Wit oa ita eee ttn erty oe 
lar piece or parcel of land to the town 


CRISS UM iertecie one Te 
mtting waite, and form 


er aking partition 
of their interefts, an 


d alfo rious tay how 


_of Sandford, which Nathaniel Oreyshtitd 


uo IEY (te os mcLT CM Otel oth rer tT 
. dn AG for altering the place of hold- 


temo Cece Mes meal Orel tg 


lan or tener] 


lee CEE TaTe| Court of General Seffions of 
the Peace, in the county of Lincol ; 
and for eftablifhing an additional term of 





: 
be 
be 


the faid courts, within the fame rT 

Cae ome a aCe el Ge ec re rent | 
ACO MS Cy (ao exclufive privilege of 
ereting a fteam engine for manufaétur- 
ing iron, 

dn Ag for the punifhment of fornica- 
cation, and for the maintenance of baf- 
re Temas elven 

An Az for incorporating certain per- 
Oe by the name of the Scots Charitable 
Nap 
_4n AG for regulating marria 















fed ad June, 1784, have granted pow- | February 28, was a letter from the De- ar 5 = el pha ais 
ers fimilar to thofe granted by Rhode- eee SMO ttre fete : CS a es Bes © eons ? nen hae ge 
land, telative to foreign commerce, Jing, that they had been informed by his es 2 a i ga tii ote 
but unreftrained in duration and clog- | Excellency Governor Clinton, that he | ¥° te vag ae " ets ak dey? aby 
eed with a claufe, that when all the { had received undoubted intelligence that | Parucuiar ebt, which was palied by to 


Rates fhall have fubftantially complied | quantity of powder and lead, much } 8t°at & majority of both Houfes; alfo 


j : i > . a ts 4 . fs 
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Pe an rete C ie tC vay act LLCO ry for private ufe, had been brought to , ners “i ran pea * ne 
PUTS AC ae tie that the three | Fifhkill, for the purpofe’ of being. con- ee CUCM Rebel ilictc atop Meira tltmmey 
A elaware, South- Fl Wyomi Tt art of the 2 
POT eteeee La a Delaware, | veyed to Wyoming. le p of ee Pan een ne 
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Conthnental Congress 


Ordinance of August 8,1786 provided that the decimal 
coinage based upon the Spanish dollar have copper coins 
which weighed 2% lbs. of copper to the dollar. 

2: lbs .= 15,750 grains per dollar and therefore 157% grains 


for each cent, and 78.75 grains for each half cent. 


Dateline 
Boston Sept. 29, 1787 » from Pennsy Journal & 
The Weekly Advertiser of Oct. 10,1787 

Silver and Copper medals we are told are striking off to be 
carried by Capt. Kendric, bound to the Pacific Ocean, to be 
distributed among the natives of the Indian isles. On one side 
are represented a ship and sloop under full sail with the words, 
‘Columbia and Washington, commanded by J. Kendrick! = on the 
reverse the following. 'Fitted at Boston, North America, for 
the Pacifie Ocean by!' encircling the names of 'J,Barrel, S. Brown, 


GC. Bulfinch, J.Derby, C. Hatch,J.M.Pentard 1787.¢ 


The enterprising adventurers on the voyage to New Albion, 

are determined to send in these vessels a quantity of the copper 
cents, and half cents, struck at the public mint, under the 
authority of this Commonwealth, to be disposed of among the 
natives of those countries they may visit in the southern ocean. 
They are finely executed, the device on one side, the SPREAD EAGLE 
of the union encircled, with the word COMMONWEALTH - on the 
reverse, an INDIAN, with his bow and arrow, surrounded with 


the word MASSACHUSETTS. 
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Dateline 
Boston Sept. 29, 1787 « from Pennsy Journal & 
The Weekly Advertiser of Oct. 10,1787 

Silver and Copper medals we are told are striking off to be 
carried by Capt. Kendric, bound to the Pacific Ocean, to be 
distributed among the natives of the Indian isles. On one side 
are represented a ship and sloop under full sail with the words, 
‘Columbia and Washington, commanded by J. Kendrick! = on the 
reverse the following. 'Fitted at Boston, North America, for 
the Pacific Ocean by!' encircling the names of 'J.Barrel, &. Brown, 


C. Bulfinch, J.Derby, ©. Hatch,J.M.Pentard 1787.' 


The enterprising adventurers on the voyage to New Albion, 

are determined to send in these vessels a quantity of the copper 
cents, and half cents, struck at the publie mint, under the 
authority .% this Commonwealth, to be disposed of among the 
natives of those countries they may visit in the southern ocean. 
They are finely executed, the device on one side, the SPREAD EAGLE 
of the union encircled, with the word COMMONWEALTH =- on the 
reverse, an INDIAN, with his bow and arrow, surrounded with 


the word MASSACHUSETTS. 
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C. Bulfinch, J.Derby, C. Hatch,J.MePentard 1787.! 






Dateline 
Boston Sept. 29, 1787 = from Pennsy Journal & | 
The Weekly Advertiser of Sct. 10,178 

Silver and Copper medals we are told are striking off to be 
carried by Capt. Kendric, bound te the Pacific Ocean, to be 
distributed among the natives of the Indian isles. On one side 
are represented s ship and sloop under full sail with the words, 
‘Columbia and Washington, commanded by J. Kendrick’ - on the 7 
reverse the following. ‘Fitted at Boston, North America, for , 


the Pacifie Ocean by' encircling the names of 'J.Barrel, 3S. Brown, — 


the enterprising adventurers en the voyage to New Albion, 





are determined to send in these vessels a quantity ef the copper 
sents, and half cents, struck at the public mint, under the 
authority of this Commonwealth, to be disposed of among the 
natives of those countries they may visit in the southern ocean. 
They are finely executed, the device on one Side, the SPREAD EAGLE 
of the union encireled, with the word COMMONWEALTH < on the 
reverse, an INDIAN, with his bow and arrow, surrounded with 


the word MASSACHUSETTS. 


6/3/59 





Nowy 26,1778 





®a writer in the Centinel on the subject of the mint, sey, 
"Wren the scheme wes first projected, it was represented to the 
General Court thst se@@eetwee the Comnmonweelth was in rossession 4 
of Copper sufficient to mke 70,000 dollars: and upon a ecsloulstion, o@ 
the net vrofits srising from this would be 10,000 dollars: And 
although individuals had offered large sums for the gm exclusive 
right of coining, yet the profits arising from the business was 
@n object so gmp consonant to our economic plan, thet it was not 
to be abendoned. I think it apresrs by the report, that the 
little house where the business is carried on , costs only about 


@or@etx 4.670, and that since the works have been completed(which 
is not two years) they have @mme coined the enormous sum of Nine 
‘¢ Hundred Pounds! The exnense of conducting the business did not 
iw Cost cuite Eleven Hundred Pounds! and the net profits arising from 
this rromising sours’ of weslth, »rrears to be “bout &.1200 - 
out of pocket,” 


{underlined words appeared in italics) 
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All these proceedings were, of course, under the Confederation, which lasted trom 
1778 to 1787. An article in that compact:provided as follows: “ The United States, 
in Congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and power of regulating : 
the alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that of the respective. 
States.” Some of the States issued copper coins during that period. How long they 
continucd current cannot be stated; but_at. this day, those of them that remain, are 
‘in the custody of coin-collectors. ( The cent_of Massachusetts varies in weight from 
“148 to 164 grains; the New Jersey piece, 128 to 154 grains ; the Connecticut coin 
is the most irregular, varying from 96 to 144 grains. ‘Tho Vermont cent of 1786, 
weighs about 110 grains. There are also other varieties, particularly the ‘ Nova 
Constellatio,” of thirteen stars, and another piece with the same significant number 
of rings, conjoined, both of which were coined in Massachusetts.T ; 
The Constitution of 1787 arrested all these local issues,’ and vested the right of 


wee 
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+ The interest bac | o) \2\¢a wakioet by General Washington, and his approval of Mr. Jefferson's #8" 2SHenr by the 






d "History 

a ge 11 August, 1857 
date of the newspaper 

describes the 1776 Massa- 

' Cent, and then Gescrives 





‘ticle fey not given. ) 
usetts Cent, the 1776 Janus 
the Bar Cent as follows: 
"1776. Another half cent. On one side thirteen bars 
parallel to each other, and Se0i~dtetent. On the reverse are 
the letters U. 8. A., the S being of large size, and extending 


across the other letters." 


May 22, 1962 





HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF THE ESSEX INSTITUTE, Vol. 1, 
Salem, Massachusetts, 1859, page 155: 


"On the Sth of July, 1700, the Board of Trade took into con- 
sideration the state of the coins in the plantation. Mr. John 
Fysack read a memorial proposing the erection of a Mint, on the 
Continent, as a means to remedy many inconveniences in the trade 
of the past. After full consideration of the matter, their 
lordships did not think fit that any Mint should be erected 
there. Such was the scarcity of change in Massachusetts, that 
many individuals stamped pieces of brass and tin and passed them 
for a penny each. March 3d, 1701, a Committee of General Court 
report in favor of having Province pence made of copper. It 
was negatived by the Council. 


"March 26th, 1703, a proposition is laid before the General 
Court, that William Chalkhill, who had been an officer in her 
Majesty's Mint, but then a resident of Boston, be contracted 
with to import from England £9000 worth of copper pence. This 
project must have also failed, as no pence were coined by the 
British Government till 1722, and then only for America. 


"February 5th, 1716, a plan was started for the coinage of 
base money here, one third copper, and the rest silver, to 


pass in New England; but the Ministry in England would allow 
no such thing to be done," 


era 


N oes Pomerin.. Cece, 


HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF THE ESSEX INSTITUTE, Vol. 1, 
Salem, Massachusetts, 1859, page 155: 


"On the Sth of July, 1700, the Board of Trade took into con- 
sideration the state of the coins in the plantation. Mr. John 
Fysack read a memorial proposing the erection of a Mint, on the 
Continent, as a means to remedy many inconveniences in the trade 
of the past. After full consideration of the matter, their 
lordships did not think fit that any Mint should be erected 
there. Such was the scarcity of change in Massachusetts, that 
many individuals stamped pieces of brass and tin and passed them 
for a penny each. March 3d, 1701, a Committee of General Court 
report in favor of having Province pence made of coppere It 
was negatived by the Council. 


"March 26th, 1703, a proposition is laid before the General 
Court, that William Chalkhill, who had been an officer in her 
Majesty's Mint, but then a resident of Boston, be contracted 
with to import from England £5000 worth of copper pence. This 
project must have also failed, as no pence were coined by the 
British Government till 1722, and then only for America. 


"February 5th, 1716, a plan was started for the coinage of 
base money here, one third copper, and the rest silver, to 
pass in New England; but the Ministry in England would allow 
no such thing to be done." 


Article by 


Mathew A. Stickney 
entitled 
Notes on American Currency 


HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF THE ESSEX INSTITUTE, Vol. ly, 
Salem, Massachusetts, 1859, page 155: 


"On the Sth of July, 1700, the Board of Trade took into con- 
sideration the state of the coins in the plantation. Mr. John 
Fysack read a memorial proposing the erection of a Mint, on the 
Continent, as a means to remedy many inconveniences in the trade 
of the past. After full consideration of the matter, their 
lordships did not think fit that any Mint should be erected 
there, Such was the scarcity of change in Massachusetts, that 
many individuals stamped pieces of brass and tin and passed them 
for a penny each. March 3d, 1701, a Committee of General Court 
report in favor of having Province pence made of copper. It 
was negatived by the Council. 


"March 26th, 1703, a proposition is laid before the General 
Court, that William Chalkhill, who had been an officer in her 
Majesty's Mint, but then a resident of Boston, be contracted 
with to import from England £5000 worth of copper pence. This 
project must have also failed, as no pence were coined by the 
British Government till 1722, and then only for America, 


"February 5th, 1716, a plan was started for the coinage of 
base money here, one third copper, and the rest silver, to 
pass in New England; but the Ministry in England would allow 
no such thing to be donee, 


Article by 


Mathew A, Stickney 
entitled : 
Notes on American Currency 
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has been wisely urged, in order to get rid of this. very unsatisfactory state. o fir that ohn 
the treaty is next revised, it should be made compulsory for the Chinese. ee  igeue a 
reliable coinage, which certainly would materially facilitate ns stiqn g, fo F 
loss in exchange now forms a very considerable item in. many. ‘ 
sion ‘made compulsory; because no one whoknew any 
dream for a moment that the Chinese would better the eginage o ae 
cash has sufficed them for two thousand or. three, thousand. years, and it, 
tinue to do so for another similar period. It is contrary to native instin 
or improve anything. Therefore, in our own ) serene as well: as in 
coinage should be insisted « on.” Best seth OM 





[From the Records of the Citi ot ee‘ at! 


17 March. A Memorial of ‘Wilham Chalkhill; One of the ® 
Her Majesties Mint in :the Tower of London new ee ins 
posing That if the Govermmnent think fitt, He would undertake 
hither Ten Thousand Pounds in Copper Money, at'such pri ie 
shall be agreed upon; was sent up from ‘the House of | Represe 


read, 3 
19 March. Proposals Offered by William Chalkhill, One oe 
of her Maj** Miat in the Tower’ of London to furnish the p iC 
England with Small Money of Copper to the Value of Ten ° 
sent up from the Representatives were read A And Resolved, That | 
Penn Townsend, and Andrew Belcher Esq™ be. 2 Comz yf 
to. joine with such as shall be named the House. f Repre: 
sider of the said proposals, And to make their’ saeco Trew 
solve being sent to that House for their C , Was rete 
And M' Nehemiah Jewett, Capt. Samuel. ‘Chesiey, ad Cap 
named to be of the Committee for that Affaire <u. o> 6 
26 Merch. ° The'Report of ‘the Committee up 
‘M William: Chatkhill, was’ brought in“by” Joker ' 
read, and laid upon. the Table, The said re 2 in 
for £5000 only and y' in pence. a Mae radio 
27 . Phe Report sove of the Cominities: a 
Mr William Chalkhill for Furtishing of the 
Copper was sent” ‘down, to: the Represe 
again from that House with: their Resolve 
“Phat the Report of the: Committee 
Andrew Belcher, & Samuel 1 
appointed &. impowered a. Commaitice” 
ment with the said: M" Chalkhill accordingly,.. 4 
ments of the said Comer in this * ‘shall, 
this Court; |. * Sea 
Wwe Diichus Eafe aoe at the. Board, 
rence, It was not Consented to}: But referd 
if then Offered. © > a 
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Accordingly, on September 18th, 1749, the ship Mermaid, 


commanded by Captain Montague, arrived in Boston harbor, 
and William Bollan, Ksq., ore of the agents of the province, 
having come in the said ship, laid before the Council of the 
colony, a statement of his business, and an account of the 
monies on the Mermaid fur the Treasury of Massachusetts, 
from the Exchequer of England. With the credit obtained 
from the British Treasury, the agents of Massachusetts had 
purchased six hundred and fifty ounces of silver coin, in milled 
and pillar Spanish dollars’and halves of the same, and ten tons 
of British copper half-pence and farthings, 

The authorities were somewhat troubled to find a place of 
deposit for such a mass of money; Ezekiel Lewis, Samuel 
Danforth and Treasurer Foye were appointed to visit a house 
owned by Foye, in King’s street, to see if it were a fit place 
for lodging the public money, and to treat with the tenant of 
the premises, to secure her consent to remove. The house 
~ was found desirable for the purpose, but the tenant refused to 
remove, even to make room for a large amount of money, at 
the request of “the Honorable the Great and General Court of 
His Majesty's Province of the Massachusetts Bay in America.” 

There being thus “a lady in the case,” the Council voted 
that “a Brick Arch” should be built in the ccllar.of the resi- 
dence of Treasurer Foye, to which the treasure on the Mer- 
maid should be conveyed as soon as possible, and Samuel Dan. 
forth and Andrew Oliver were made the Treasurer’s assist- 
ants in the important business. B y means of this specie, the 
greater part of the bills of credit and paper money of Massa- 
chusetts, were taken up and redeemed, and it is supposed that 
the frequency of fine specimens of English half-pence and 
farthings in America; dated 1749, may be accounted fur by 
this importation and disbursement. Tt cost over two hundred 
pounds sterling to ship this money from England, to which 
were added cost of freight on board the Mermaid, charges for 


delivery, etc., probally Such more. The transaction shows a 
marked contrast to the bus-Ysss methods of the present day. 


- 
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According to the record in the archives of the Senate of 
Massachusetts, the first proposal for a copper coinage for that 
colony, was made by Seth Reed, of Uxbridge, Massachusetts, 
“To the honorable the Senate and Iouse of Representatives 
in General Court assembled,” March, 1786. In the Senate, 
March 9th, 1786, the same petition was read and left in 
charge of a joint committee. Reed represented that he could 
obtain a considerable quantity of copper and silver from bodies 
of ore within the United States, samples of the ores being in 
his possession. By coining the metals named, the petitioner 
supposed the public might be greatly benefitted, and the ne- 
cessities of business better met, than by an emission of paper 
currency. Aware that the development of the mines, and the 
coinage, would involve great expense and much trouble, the 
adventurer asked that the Commonwealth should save him 
harmless in that particular, and grant him the exclusive right 
of ccinage in its jurisdiction, for such a time as may be deemed 
necessary, or so long as he should meet in full the require- 
ments of the Government in the matter. 

On March 15th, 1786, a petition was presented by James 


Swan to the Senate and House of Representatives of Massa- 


chusetts, for the right of coining moncy, but of copper only. 
Swan asked leave to coin Twenty thousand pounds value in 
copper, the size, fineness, and impression of the coin, to be de- 
termined by the authorities, and the value determined by the 
relation of the coin to the British half-pence or to the French 
sols. The petitioner proposed to establish a mint at his own 
cost, in Massachusetts, and on condition that all foreign copper 
coin, of whatever denomination, should be declared illegal ; 
would pay into the Treasury of the Commonwealth five and 
one-half per cent. on all the coin he should make. The bene- 
fits to the public were urged as reasons for granting the peti- 
tion, and the fact that a similar petition had been granted in 
New Jersey and Connecticut, quoted as a good example. 

The statement in regard to New Jersey, was somewhat pre- 
mature, no action of that state in the matter having been made 
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subject of record, until May 23rd, 1786, more than five weeks 
afterward. No attention seems to have been paid to this peti- 
tion from James Swan, but the proposal of Seth Reed was re- 
ported upon by the Committee having the same in charge, on 
March 24th, 1786, and it was recommended that the petitioner 
be called upon for fuller particulars and larger samples of the 
ores mentioned by him, with proof that the mines from which 
they were taken were worked in Massachusetts, and that the 
affair be referred over to the next General Court. The report 
of the Committee was concurred in by the Senate and Touse 
the same day. 

Meantime, March 28rd, 1786, another scheme was introduced, 
and a Committee appointed to consider the subject of coining 
a quantity of copper or silver money in bebalf of the common- 
weal:h. This was referred for consideration to the Governor 
and his Council, by whom the business was entrusted, to the 
Lieut, Governor and Tonble Mr. Adams, to confer with the 
authors of the several petitions presented for the right of 
coinage, consider the circumstances, and report. A thorough 
investigation followed, and extensive negotiations with James 
Swan were conducted. Mr. Gorham, one of the Delegates of 
Massachusetts in the Congress of the United States, taking no- 
tice, according to the newspapers, that proposals had been 
made the Legislature of Massachusetts, relative to a copper 
coinaze, informed the Governor that great inconvenience must 
follow a separate coinage by the states, and moreover, that a 
uniform coinage would soon be provided by Congress. In 
view of the facts, the Governor suggested, under date of June 
12th, 1786, that the proceedings to establish a mint in Massa- 
chuscits should be suspended. 

Notwithstanding the suggestion of the Governor, and the 
advice of Mr. Gorham the Delegate, the business of the mint 
of Massachusetts was forwarded, and on October 16ih, 1786, 
there was passed “AN Acr for establishing a Mint for the 
coinage of Gold, Silver and Copper.” The United States in 
Conzress assembled, having on the 8th of August, 1786, regu- 
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lated the alloy and value of coin, as was stated in the preamble 
of the Act, it was enacted that all the coin that should be 
struck in the Mint of Massachusetts should “be of the same 
weight, alloy and value, and each piece bear the same name, as 
is by the said Resolve of Congress fixed and established. It 
was further enacted that Sixty thousand dollars should be 
coined in convenient proportions of cents and half cents, the 
name of cach to be stampega.the center thereof, each coin to 

_bear such inscriptions or devYées,the Governor, with the 
advice of Council,» may think proper, the said coin, when 
struck, to be received in all payments in the commonwealth. 
The ercction, equipment, and superintendence of the mint, was 
committed tothe Governor and his Council, to report from 
time to time to. the General Court. 

The Governor of Massachusetts nominated Captain “Joshua 
Wetherle” as a person suitable to be employed in the mint, 
and the Council advised that said “ Wetherle” be appointed to 
conduct the business of copper coinage for the commonwealth. 
Captain Joshua Witherle (as he wrote the name), having be- 
come Mint-master, there was weighed for delivery to him 
from the cannon founa:y at Bridgewater, on May 10th, 1787, 
thirty-four hundred and thirty-four pounds of copper, and six 
hundred and fifty weight of “sprews” of the same metal, the 
property of the commonwealih; and David Kingman and 
Hugh Orr, the Committee appointed for the purpose, reported 
that there was on hand fit to be used for coinage, ‘One Ten 
Inch Mortar Two & half Do., four Cohorn Morters unfinished, © 
now on hand, also Two four pound Brass Cannon that are to 
be run Over Again anda Ten Inch Mortar that failed in the 
Casting Supposed, to weigh 12 or 14 Cwt. together with a 
Brass rack belonging to the Machine. for boring Cannon, ”. 

On Wednesday, June 27th, the Council advised that the de- 
vices for the intended copper coinage, should “be the figure 
of an indian with a bow & arrow & a star on one’ side, with 
the word ‘Commonwerlth,’ the reverse a spread eagle with 
the words—‘of Massachusetts A. D, 1787’—”. It will be 
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noted in the illustrated description of the copper coins of 
Massachusetts on succeeding pages, that in the execution of 
the dies from which the mintage was done, there was a varia. 
tion from the design named by Council in the legend upon the 
reverse, the word “of” being omitted, and ‘‘ Massachusetts” 
and the date alone inscribed. 

The appointed superintendent of the second Massachusetts 
Mint was the principal partner in the firm of Witherle & Co., 
coppersmiths, who had a shop on Kilby street, in the city of 
Boston. Joshua Witherle lived upon a piece of Jand now oc- 
cupied by buildings from Number 1182 to 1144 Washington 
street, Boston. A short distance in the rear of his house, 
once descsibed as 910 Washington street, Witherle erected 
the building which was used asa mint-house. This was de- 
scribed as of wood, one story high, about twenty feet wide by 
forty feet long, and is said to have been put up before the mint 
was proposed, The copper for the coinage, was cast into in- 
gots at the mint in Boston, then carted to Dedham, Massachu- 
setts, and rolled into plates at a mill there belonging to Joshua 
Witherle, from which the metal ready for being struck into 
planchets or blanks for the cvin, was carried back to Boston 
aud delivered again into the mint. . 

Though having buildings already put up for the business 
of coinage, superintendent Witherle explained before the 
Council on January 17th, 1788, that having received orders 
in May, 1787, from Government, to erect the necessary build- 
ings, and prepare machines for coining copper cents according 
to law, he had immediately begun the work, and spared no 
pains to procure every article which might be thought neces- 
sary. Unfortunately, the iron furnaccs, upon which he had 
been obliged to depend, were “so nearly out of blast,” that he 
could not get patterns made for the rollers he needed, and was 
at loss for sundry other articles. Unable to get such castings 
as he desired, the Mint-master was compelled to have rollers 
made of wrought iron, which, however, answered the purpose, 

Another cause of great delay in the business, was the diffi- 
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culty found in securing stecl of a proper quality for making 
the dies required for the coinage, which was, however, finally 
accomplished. More time was lost in unsuccessful experi- 


ments in casting copper in read‘ness for the rolling mill, the ~ 


metal being afterwards drawn, or forged into shape, under 
trip hammers erected at Dedham. ieee 
Most of the dies for the second Massachusetts mint, were 
made by Joseph Callender, of “Half Square State-Street,” 
Boston, at a cost of £1, 4s. each. Of this, Superintendent 
Witherle made complaint as an excessive price, and subse- 
quently made a contract with Jacob Perkins, of Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, who was to receive for making the dies, one 
per cent. of the coin struck from them. From peculiarities 
in the impressions from the dies, it appears that Callender 
made thirty-eight dies; his bill was £48, 12s. for making: 
thirty-nine dies and repairing three dies. There was but £3, 
18s. 10d. paid to Jacob Perkins in all; how economical the 
contract with, him would have proved, had the same been con- 
tinued, is uncertain; the small amount received by him shows 
he could have done but little comparatively in the service of 
the mint. ) 
The accounts of the copper coinage of Massachusetts show 
there were £1048, 2s. 7d. in value of coppers coined, up to 
January 21st, 1789, at an expense of £2249, 16s. 4}d., a loss 
to the commonwealth of £1201, 15s. 9d. 1 farthing. The 
coinage seems to have been ended at this time. On June 17th, 
1789, Joshua Witherle having been paid by a warrant on the 
Treasury of Massachusetts, for “one thousand and seventy 
pounds, ten shillings and three pence }” his bonds as superin 
tendent of the mint were cancelled. The buildings, machinery, 
and facilities of the mint establishment were, upon his petition, 
left in possession of Joshua Witherle, for his use in private 
business, he agreeing to properly take care of and upon de- 
mand, duly account for the same. 
On June 10, 1790, the copper cents in the Treasury of Mas- 
sachusetts, were made current at one hundred and eight cents 
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for six shillings, or one dollar, of lawful money. No silver or 
gold coins were struck at the second mint of Massachusetts, 
and as the federal coinage soon made the manufacture of coin 
by any state as needless, as it was declared unconstitutional, it 
occurred to the Legislators of the Bay State, that they would 
have done well to have heeded the suggestion of their Gov- 
ernor, and suspended action regarding their state currency, in 
deference to the proceedings of the Congress of the United 
States. - - 


* 


Copper Corns oF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Obverse: A clothed Indian, standing, facing left, in his 


right hand a bow, in his left an arrow. Legend: COMMON & 
WEALTH. 


Reverse: A spread eagle, bearing a shield upon his breast, 


inscribed with the denomination of the piece; his right talon — 


grasps an olive branch, and the left holds a bundle of arrows. 
Legend: MASSACHUSETTS. In exergue, the date. Bor- 
ders, milled; Edge, plain. : 

The “Cent,” 1787. Eight Types. Nine Varieties. 
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MASSACHUSETTS CENT, 1787. 


Obverse: A clothed Indian, standing, facing left, in his 
right hand a bow, in his left an arrow. Legend: COMMON * 
WEALTH. 

Reverse: A spread eagle, a broad shield upon his breast, six 
pales gules (upright), a chief azure (open or plain. Upon the 
chief, or upper part of the shield, the word CENT, in bold 
Roman lettering. In exergue, beneath a heavy horizontal bar, 
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the date 1787. Borders, milled; Edge, plain. Size, 16} - 
19; weight, 146 to 165 grains. . | 

The “Half Cent,” 1787. Six Types. 
EEE 





Obverse: Same ge 


Reverse : Same in general as the Cent of 175 


milled; Edge, plain. 





“MASSACHUSETTS Tatr Cent, 1787. 
neral description as the Cent of 1787. 


7, except that the 
ly HALF CENT. Borders, 


The “Cent,” 1788. Twelve Types. Thirteen Varieties. 
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MASSACHUSETTS Cent, 1788. 


General description much the same as that of 


same coinage for 1787. 








the Cent of the 


The “Half Cent” 1788. One Type. Two Varieties. 








Massacuuserts HaLr Cent, 1788. . 
Similar in general to the Half Cent of the same coinage of : 


the preceding year 178 


7. Weight, usually 76 grains. 


May 21, 1948 


THE NUMISMATIST - Vol. XLI, No. 6, p. 337, being the 
issue for June, 1928, 


"WHEN COPPERS WERE ‘LIGHT AND BAD.* 


"The following extract from a letter 

of Paine Wingate, of New Hampshire, to 
Mrs, H. Wingate may interest numismatics, 
It is dated New York, August 1, 1789, 

and was recently copied in Bulletin No, 

9 of Mr. W. R. Benjamin, the autograph 
dealers: 


"*There has been a mighty convulsion here 
lately on account of the coppers, We 
abound with them in this place and they 
were generally light and bad, On a sud- 
den the merchants refused to take them 

at more than half, and some at more than 
one-third, that they had passed at. At 
Philadelphia I hear they have fared much 
in the same manner,*" 





THE NUMISMATIST, JUNE, 1911, VOL. XXIV. No. 6 
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The coin iliustrated bes recently come to light end appease to be ow hitherto — 
nuchrenicled type of a Massach Cuamaed patter 0 one side ie very siutliex ee 
to cue mentioncd by Crosby on page 303 of his 1 Coins of See ae 
piece herewith shows om one side a fe Sigare seated on agiobe, ead every 
similar to the one mentioned by Crosby, even to the mall animal near tle base. 
In the exergue is the date 1776. Ts eee d the edge, however, 13. 
different, as this piece wes struck over an irish Balm + 
shows phe BERN ot ee ae eee . 
what the present legend is. A! 
at the ead, probably for DEF RL! | 

On the other side is a standing figs ab} 
so faimilier on the leter issue This. Indian, however, 13 act of GH 
bow. All that shows of the inscription is as follows. PROVIN--~-— & 

> The Il near the bow belongs to the earlier George IL. inscription, t 
whose head is plainly discernable back of the bow. A complete t io 
legend is probably PROVINCE OF MASSA:. This was chaured to STAs eh oe 
the other iwo types of patterns. It is ieteresting to mote tha: the so-caliet [neuer 
head piece has Massachusctts spelicd the same wey a2 thie picce. H, Woes 
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"Coins of Colonial America" by Phares 0. Sigler, 
May-June, 19hh, Coin Collector's Journal, page Tix 

"The Massachusetts court records of June 15, 1722 states 
tIn Gouncil the Board, taking into consideration the Great 
Inconveniences arising to the affairs, & Trade of the Province, 
for Want of Small Money for Change (the copper half pence 
being Sent out of the Province) & thereupon, I11 Minded People 
have presumed to Splitt, or hive: abe New Small Bills of Credit 
of the Province, not withstanding the Poubeeiiton oe the 
Contrary, to the Great dishonour of the Government, & prejudice 


of the Province: * * #'" (See Crosby page 118.) 


"Goins of Colonial America" by Phares 0, Sigler, 
May-June, 19h, Coin Golleetor's Journal, page 71: 
"The Massachusetts court records of June 15, 1722 state: 


'In Gouneil the Board, taking into consideration the Great 









Inconveniences arising to the affairs, & Trade the Province, 


for Want of Small Money for Change (the copper \ pence 
being Sent out of the Province) & thereupon ded People 
have presumed to Splitt, or tare the New Small B s of Credit 


of the Province, not withstanding thé Proclamation to 
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Massachusetts 





The governor suggested on October 22, 1787 the regu- 


lation of the circulation and importation of copper coin 





and a committee was appointed. 


thecounterfeiting of gold and silver was passed. — 
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LOST AND FOUND? 
While incorporating two items men- 
tioned in the Colonial Newsletter into my 
Massachusetts coinage notes it occurred to 


€ 


me that I may have found the missing 
1788 Cents, 5-H and 12-H. 

The items: (1) The reporting in the 
October, 1960, issue of the “4’-I Cent 
which combines a 1787 obverse with a 
1788 reverse; and (2) Walter Breen’s 
mention in the January, 1961, issue of 
the present day failure to locate the 5-H 
and 12-H Cents of 1788. 


I suggest that: 
(1) Obverse No. 5 of 1788 is the same 
as Obverse No. 4 of 1787; 

(2) The 1788 reverses “H” and “I” 

are the same; 

(3) The 1787-1788 “4’-I Cent was 

known to Crosby and Ryder as 5-H. 

(4) The 1788 Cents 12-H and 12-I are 

the same. 

The descriptions given in both Crosby 
and Ryder for the 1788 Obverse No. 5 
and the 1787 Obverse No. 4 are alike in 
every detail. Likewise, the description of 
the 1788 Reverses ‘‘H” and “I"’ are the 
same except for one detail —the number 
of arrows. I believe that the total of 10 
given for Reverse ‘‘H’’ may have included 
the unbarbed arrows in addition to the 
barbed ones. Choice specimens of Reverse 
“I” are found to have 6 barbed arrows 
and 5 unbarbed, however only 4 unbarbed 
appear om average pieces since one is 
very light. It could be that Crosby or 
whoever reported Reverse ‘‘H’’ counted 
both the barbed and unbarbed arrows as 
had been done with the 1787 reverses. 

If the above is so, then one can deduce 
that “4’’-I and 5-H are the same, and a 
more proper designation for the ‘4’’-] 
coins reported in the October issue would 
be 5-I. The 12-H Cent would also be re- 
placed by the present 12-1. 

In addition, it is interesting to note 
the rarity rating of 5-H is given as R6 
which agrees well with today’s census of 
three known 5-I (‘'4"-1) Cents. This is 
not entirely satisfactory when one compares 
the assigned rarities of 12-H (R-1) with 
12-I (RS). 

The combining of the above die desig- 
nations should reduce the known Callender 
die total to 42 which is the sum of new 
(39) and repaired (3) dies reported by 


Crosby (page 252) 
by Joseph Callender. 


. 


significance I cannot fathom. 
Have the lost been founa. 


your opinion? 
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Notes on errors in Copley Coin Co data which 
accompanies copies when sold. 


Massachusetts Pattern Halfpenny 

There is no"Massachusetts Colonial Copper Coinage" . 
probably Ma:s State Copper_is referred to. Dickeson is 
misspelled. No Continental ‘aper money was ever engraved 
or made from plates. Paul Revere had nothing to do with a 
of it, only with state issue of Mass Bay. The story of 
is obviously imaginary. 


Mass Pine Tree Copper net} 

The obverse reads ld LM and not le LM and means one 
penny lawful money. There was no "lawful money " in cents 
1776 or at any other time. It is wrong to call the piece 
copper as it equals two coppers in value and EREREr she. 
"copper" had a meaning at that time. 


New fampshire Cent ; 

This is not a cent. It is a copper or halfpenny weet 
passed for 2/3rds pence Lawful Money of New England. The : 
are WM and not Wm . There is another variety of N.H.copp 
without Moulton's initails so it is wrong to say that th 
are only two pieces whitch have come to light unless you 
specify those with Mouhtons initials. 


MASSACHUSETTS PATTERN HALF-PENNY 


With the striking of the Janus head half-penny, it will now be possible 
for the first time for collectors to show a complete set of Massachusetts 
Colonial Copper Coinage. Both Crosby and Dickinson, in their monu- 
mental works on Colonial coins, mention this piece and describe it. 

The obverse shows three heads combined facing left, front, and right. 
The legend is "State of Massa !/5 d." The reverse shows a Goddess of 
Liberty facing right, resting against a globe. Her right hand supports 
the staff of Liberty and in her left she holds a cap and a dog is seated 
at her feet. The legend "Goddess Liberty 1776.’ Borders and edge 
plain, size 15, weight 81 grains. This piece, which has been known as 
the "Janus copper," should be called the Mass. Pattern Half-Penny. 
It has three heads combined instead of two as in a Janus head. The 
only specimen known of this unusual pattern was in the collection of 
Matthew A. Stickney, Esq. and was found with some proof impressions 
from plates for Continental paper currency engraved by Paul Revere. 


(OVER) 


From all evidence found to date, both the Massachusetts cent and half- 
cent patterns were made by the same artist and it is fairly certain that 
it was Paul Revere. These struck copies were executed by the Robbins 
& Co of Attleboro, Mass. with 1,500 pieces struck in copper and 200 


in silver. 


The dies will be destroyed publicly so that no further issues will be 
available, and they will become a collector's item. 


COPLEY COIN COMPANY — 581 Boylston Street, Boston 16, Mass. 


MASS. PINE TREE COPPER 


This unusual pattern is mentioned in the monumental work on Colonial 
coins by Crosby, who says, "This probably unique piece, now in the 
collection of William S. Appleton, formerly owned by J. Colburn of 
Boston, who obtained it from Edward W. Hooper, a schoolboy collector 
of coins. Hooper purchased it from a grocer at the northerly part of 
the city, who found it many years before while excavating on his prem- 
ises in the vicinity of Hull and Charter St., for the purpose of making 
an addition to his dwelling. We take this to be the first pattern for a 
Massachusetts cent and the characters upon the obverse to be abbre- 
viations for ‘one cent of lawful money.’ " 


A Pine Tree on obverse with Ic LM Legend, Massachusetts State. 
Reverse has the Goddess of Liberty seated upon a globe facing left, 
supporting with her left hand the staff of liberty and holding the cap 
extended in her right, at her feet sits a dog. Legend, Liberty and 
Virtue, 1776, milled edge, weight 198 grains. 


(OVER) 


We have never seen a copy or electrotype of this particular coin and 
feel that many collectors would like to have a copy to add to their 
collections. These copies have the word "Copley" struck on the re- 
verse so that it would be impossible to sell the pieces as original coins. 
This item is listed in the Colonial section of the Guide Book and is 
unpriced. 


One thousand copies will be struck in bronze, one hundred in silver. 
There is no doubt but that these copies will be valuable collectors’ items. 


COPLEY COIN COMPANY — 581 Boylston Street, Boston 16, Mass. 
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